Mottingham Residents’ Association

NEWSLETTER No. 15 JULY 1979
A WORD FR(M THE CHAIR Graham Jenkins

Once more we are beset with the problems of reduced local
authorities' spending, with its consequent cut backs on services
which are already clearly inadequate. “e recognise that local
authorities have a problem in allocating their limited resources
in what they regard as the most effective way. MNevertheless, we
must constantly bLe on our guard against the expensive and prest-
igious projects which can so readily blossom under the doting
eyes of some of our more politically motivated dogmatists. In
these times, it behoves Assoc1at10ns like ours to be particularly
v1g11dnt

The Annual General Meeting on 24th April was reasonably well
attended according to our rather pedestrian standards and, as
always, provided sz useful interchange of ideas and views.

There are a number of changes in the Executive Committee and we
thank the retiring members for their efforts on your behalf,

and welcome the new blood with its attendant bubbling enthu%1asm
and bright new ideas. Ve are particularly pleased to welcome
back one old hand in the shane of eg Cambridge who will be taking
an interest in the new membership organisaticn which is this year
headed by Brian Barker. This is an onerous job and Mr. Garker
deserves your wholehearted support.

We are aware that some members did not get approached last
year for their membership subscription and are hopeful that the
current year's collection will be more thorough. As an act of
faith we have retained the subscription at 25p with the usual
exemption for Senior Citizens. I assume¢ that the fact that you
are reading this newsletter indicates that you have done your bit
and paid up cheerfully. Any influence you can bring to bear on
less enthusiastic neighbours would be very welcome.

Finally, the strength of our Association rests in its members
and we can only represent the views of Mottingham residents
for01bly and cogently when we can claim a thriving and numer-
ically strong membership.
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MOTTINGHAM'S IMPRESSIVE WEEK

Alistair Macdonald
Chairman, mottingham Week Committee

4 lot of work went into Mottingham Jeek 197C.

The programme offered a variety of events, mostly home-
produced by local organisations but with some professional
entertainments imported from outside. Mone of it - the fete,
the exhibitions, the concerts, the music halls, the dances; the ~
sports, the other events - none of it would have happened with- - <)
out many neople devoting a great deal of their time. Let me, .
on behalf of the many people of Mottingham who enjoyed the ¥eek,
express thanks to all my colleagues on the Committee and to their
helvers.

Cne interesting innovation in 1679 was a tent - that we dig-
nified by the name of marquee - for the sale of tickets and badpes,
and thanks are due to the Methodist Church for allowing it to be’
pitched in their grounds. Thanks are due also to the liaryfield
Club for giving up a Saturday nl{ht so that the dance might be held
in their »renmises. -

Another inrovation in 1979 was that we decided before the Weck
began vhat any surplus made would be used for. The purmnose of
Mottingham eek was and is not to make money but to allow peovle
of Mottingham to enjoy themselves — and in earlier years we have
waited to see¢ what the surplus was before deciding what to do with
it. This year we decided in advance that we would use any surplus
to finance a wheelchair. :)

Je were fortunate in enjoying pood weather, and many events

showved an improved attendance. But comvarisons are not really in
order, for no Weck is an exact copy of the one before - each new
Committee supgests new events. I think also there is another

reason why comnarison is not apt - in 1679 there werc more local
organisations than ever before - and from all parts of Mottingham -
making their contribution. It was very satisfying to see so many
people involved.

I have actually heard that in other varts of both Sromley and
Greenvich they arc survrised that little Mottincham can on its own
mount so impressive a festival. They didn’t know us. Let's
hone they do now!




CAR FARKING IN MOTTINGHAN Fat Yinpenny

High on the Agenda at the regular meetings of the Executive
Committee of your Association is the problem of improving the
car varking facilities in Mottingham.

Vigorous representations have been made to the interested
varties, namely the G.L.C., the two Boroughs and the Police
and this has resulted in the promise of a joint meeting to
assess the problem and to agree a course of action. e are
doing our best to get this meeting set up as quickly as
possible.

Strolling around MHottingham, say on a Saturdsy morning, it is
very easy to see what is happenino, Most of the roads close to
the shops are badly congested, to the frustration of the local
residents. Cars are also parked (illegally) on the pavement on
the north side of the High Road unless the Law happens to be in
the vicinity.

So what can be done? Is the answer ito put down yellow lines
in an attempt to chase the motor car further away from the
shopping area or, alternatively, to improve where possible the
facilities. '

At this stage it would be useful to review the various ideas
which have emerged and to invite comwents and sugpestions from
our Members.

It is of course appreciated that there are no ide=l solutions
but a tentative list of proposals arising from our discussions
is as follows.

there is a sizeable plot of Council land at the north end of
Court Farm koad which seems a possibility for a car park. Un-~
fortunately this site suffers from the disadvantage of being
some distance from the main shopning arez and it may be too far
away for the heavily laden shopper. Incidentally, Bromley have
rejected our proposals for the use of this site and apparently
they prefer for the time being to keep it as it is, that is an
urnauthorised rubbish dump for anyone's household 2nd other
rubbish so that it is well on its way to first class eyesore
status. Spare a thought too for the local gardeners coping
with the flow of weed seeds from this patch.

Hearer to the centre of Mottingham, we already have a couple
of lay-bys, one on each side of the Hizh Road. As cars con-
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tinually park on the pavement west of the Court Road intersection,
it might be o good idea to make available for them a six-foot wide
strip. This would still leave adequate space for pedestrians.

At the end of West Park, near the War lemorial junction
perhaps room could be found for some parking bays, without
restricting the flow of traffic and causing a hazard.

It is & matter of conjecture the effect that the lack of
parking facilities hos had on the business of our shopkeepers.
It may be that the busy shoprer is being driven away to Eltham
or isromley. So, shopkeeners, please let us have your views
and support us where you camn. ‘ ‘j)

Comments and suggestions on these nroposals would be
appreciated — please send them te Jack Hollingum, our Editor,
-.at 33, Devonshire Road.

On a lighter note, this problem may be of the sort that will
just go-away with the increase in price and shortape of petrol
causing the end of the age of the motor car. Perhaps we ought
to be thinking ir terms of bicycle stands and tetheriry rails
for horses. t#ho krows what the next ten years has in store
for us.

How well do you know your churchr
The Rev. Christopher byers
1. The Church was consecrated a year after the foundation stone
was laid. ihen do we celebrate our Centenary?

2. If Christopher Byers is the eighth, who was the first and is‘<)
there anything in the Church which tells us anything about him?

3. -What is the purpose of a Church in these secular days?

4. If you wanted to come and malke arrangements for a wedding or
a baptism or to talk privately with the clergy, when should
you come?

5. dhere do four saints and the four gospel writers stand on top
of one another?

6. Two items in the Church should remind you of cricket. Vhat
are they?

7. T“here would you go in the Church to catch a bus to Eltham?




8. wWhat emblem of a political party can still be seen and what
has St. George done vith it?

9. #ho greets who in a foreign language?

10. How much do the Government and the Church Commissioners pay
towards the upkeep and maintenance of the Church and clergy
salary?

11. Is there a special programme of events being planned for the
Centenary Year?

ANSHERS CIT TAGE 9

BRCMLEY'S SCHOOL FLANS IN THE BALANCE Councillor Ron Huzzard

The Mottingham schools that fall within Bromley Borough have been

in the news again. The determined campaigns by parents against
the proprosed closure of Dorset Road Infants and Castlecombe Primary
schools paid oftf. Kecently Bromley agreed to modify the plan

issued eighteen months ago which caused so much concern.

It is clear that the big fall in primary school rolls is not
being felt yet in Mottingham as Bromley's vlanners envisaged but
which local councillors doubted. The numbers are up a2t Castle-
combe and Dorset Road continues to take its maximum - &0 purils.
The latter school has & weiting list. :

A new threat now looms. Bromley wants to close down
Mottingham Infants school - purpose built in the late thirties -
and transfer the small children and the pre-school playgroup
into some classrooms within the secondary school building.

There are many practical problems in carrying through this
scheme as soon as Seotember, even if it can be advanced as an
economy measure-in the long term. With the continued pressure
on Dorset Road school it secms crazy to take out of service the
nearest infants school - Mottingham Infants. If 5 to 7 year
olds are moved into secondary school premises then adaptations
to toilets and other facilities should be carried out.

This move has been sprung on us at the end of the Summer term.
The headteachers have not been consulted and the infants' parents
ignored. The school managers and governors have said "lo" to
this move going ahead in September.

Finally, what about Mottingham Girls' secondary school? It
has had a closure threat hanging over it since 1667. 4ith the



change of Oovernment Bromley has asked’ the Chlef Lducttlon o
Cfficer to prepare a new secondary school nlﬂn that retalns an

element of selection!

A big question arises. If beaverwood and :ullers<#ood- (both
gramuar schools) do not become all-ability schools,:where will
the Mottingham girls go if Bromley still goes sheadiwith its
closure plan? Mottingham is a non-selective school. So once
again doubts are cast over the school's future. At the time I
write there is no more news. The uncertainty arising from
choppring and changing volicies places the Mottingham staff in an
unenviable position. They <eserve our sympathy. ‘)”

NEWS FO:. THE DISASLED g Councillor Alistazir Macdonald

On 1st 4pril 1679 the Rating (Disabled Persons) ict'came into
force. . This «ct says that where a disabled.person requires a
facility essential for his well-being -:for example, a physically
handicapped person might require a downstairs toilet - then the
local Council must grant relief from the rates »mayable on that
facility.

But it won't happen automatically. A claim for rate relief
has got to be made. So here are a few notes. They are not a
comnlete. authoritative statement of the law, so if you want-
fuller information, or want:a form of application for claiming
relief, you should apply to the Sorough Treasurer.

1. ~%Who can claim relief? . A.disabled ratepayer; or a rate-
payer who has.n disabled person in his household; or.a disabled
person paying an. inclusive rent; or a person paying an inclusive
rent who has a disabled person in his household. ‘ )»

2. Who is a disabled person? Any person who is blind, ‘deaf or
dumb or suffers from meantal disorder of any description or is
substantially or permanently handicapped by illness, injury or
congenital deformity. Any person who is registered as-disabled
under the MNational Assistance Act 1948 sutomatically ranks as
disabled for the purposes of the Rating (Disabled Persons) Act.
Other peoprle not so registered may also rank as disabled, but they
may have to prove dlsablllty (for ex@mple, by medical certlflcates).

3. What are the conditions for giving relief? There must be a
facility actually existing; - it must be rated already; and it must
be essential for the well-being of the disabled person. At the
outset this may involve a bit of poper-work. The disabled person
claiming reliéf will have to prove that the facility is essential
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for his well-being, with a certificate from his doctor or from a
social worker, and the Council may want to come and inspect it.
Hut note - it is not a conoltlon that the .facility was .specially
installed. If you need downstairs toilet, . and you move into
a house that already has one, you may still claim .relief.

. 4... What sort of facilities? An additional bathroom; an
Aaddltlonal toilet; any additional room if it really is -essentisal;
space for a wheelchair; a garage, or a-carport, or even.just land,

'used for pmrklng a disabled person's car (other than temporarily);
a haatlng installation. There could be other examples.

5. How much relief? The Act doesn't prescribe the amount of
relief - not just like that. vhat it doss is to prescribe the
rateable values on which relief is to be.given. . This seems more
complex, but it is fairer. It means that if you live in a.
district of high rates you will get high relief, but if you live
in 2 low rate area, where the rate burden is not so onerous, then
the relief will be less. As examples:- '

racxllty Assumed rateable value
" additionsl bathroom £20
Garage £25
Carport ' £15

6. Jill;it affect rate rebates? Only 2 bit; if you are
already.enjoying a rate rebate, this ncw disablement relief may
reduce the rate rebate a little, though it would be most unlikely
to wipe it out altogether.

7. Will it affect rent rebates? FHardly at all.

8. WJill it affect supplementary benefits? Yes. If you are
receiving supplementary benefit, consult the DHSS to see whether
it is better to claim this. new dlsablement relief (and have
supnlemcntnry benefit reduced) or to go on with supplementary
benefit..

9. qow'lonp does it last for? 'This isn't decided yet; but it
is likely that once ‘you have applied for and got your dlsablement
relief, ‘you will get it automatically for the next five years,
without the need to apply again each year. Eut this is not yet
: certaln.. , ;

10~ When is the tlme to wphly? 4As soon as you like.



®ShALL CL&INS coumT - Jack Hollingum

Tt unfortunately happens sometimes that citizens are involved in
disputes over purchases, holidays, accidents, services and so on,
where the cost involved, although important to the nartles involved,
is not sufficient to justify legal action.

It is for such situations that the London Small Claims Court
exists. It deals with claims involving amounts between £10 and
£350, but does not concern itself with crime, divorce or debt.

The Court offers a speedy, informal and inexpensive method of
arbitration, and both parties have to agree voluntarily to -
arbitration before it can proceed. Advice is not given by the )
Court and is best obtained from solicitors.

The prospective claimant completes a blank form setting out
the problem, and if the Administrator of the Court considers the
dispute suitable for submission he invites the other party to
complete a form giving details of his defence. Both these state-
ments, with other helpful documents, are sent to the Adjudicator,
who decides, whether any further enquiries must be made or steps
taken before the case is ready for hearing. For example it may
be necessary to commission an expert to report or test goods.

The Adjudicator then arranges a hearing, which-is normally at
the Court, which is an ordinary room, but in certain circumstances
the hearing can be in the home, shop or office of either party.
The atmosphere is extremely informal and civilised, and lawyers
are not allowed to represent the parties.

Both parties must agree to accept the decision of the Court
before the matter can proceed, because once a decision is made N
this is legally binding on both parties. ‘ =<»

If the £djudicator decides the claimant has vroved his case he
will direct the respondent to pay whatever sum he considers
suitable. He will also decide which party must pay the fees,
including all or part of the cost of any expert evidence. The
claimant nays a £2 registration fee and a Court fee of £3 for
claims under &£100 or £8 for claims over £100, The Administrator
can waive the fee if he thinks fit, and if the claimant wins it is
likely that he will get back the total fee.

You can reach the London Small Claims Court at 235, High Holborn,
WC1V T7DN, telephone 01-242 8531, but first you should consult a
solicitor, legal advice centre, Citizens' Advice Bureau, Consumer
Advice Centre or Trading Standards Cffice.



HGW WELL DO YOU ANOY YOUi CEUXCE?

Answers to the questions to be found on page 4

1.

The foundation stone facing Court Eocad was laid in 1879 and
the Church consecrated on 1&th March 1&E0. 1980 is there-
fore 5t. sndrew's Centenary Year. Criginally it was intended
to build at the junction of Mottingham Road, Mottingham Lane,
Court Farm road and Grove Fark Road but the owners of this
part of Mottingham refused to part with ony of their estate.
They also fought against the inclusion of their part of
Mottingham into the London County Council when it was formed,
hence the division which affects us tocday.

ablished the parish and built the Church at a cost of £2,765.
He was here for 33 years and died at the age of 95. There
is a plaque to his memory in the sapctuary. We still have
notes about his sermons and members of his family still keep
in touch with the parish. ' ;

George Barker Peregrine Viner was the first Rector who est-

Members of the congregation snent some time together working
this out. This is our statement of purpose.  "The purpose
of our Church is to be a family of people committed to Christ
who in fellowship with each other together worship God with
joy and love and seek to be guided and enlivened by the Feoly
Spirit. We are to bring others to share in the faith, free-
dom and peace offered to the world in Christ, deepen our
understanding of this faith and apply it to every aspect of
our individual family, social, working and community life".

Vestry Hour is held in Church every lMonday and Thursday
between 7 p.m. and 7.45 p.m. but of course zppointments can
be made a2t other times by telephone. '

On the oak reredos behind the altar. Maotthew, Mark, Luke
and John stand sbove Andrew, David,Patrick and Gecrge.

They are very simple and attractive plaster cast figures.
There is no record of who made them or who gave them to the
Church. The painting behind the altar is a copy of
Perugino's altar piece. The original is in the National
Gallery. '

The desk in the clergy vestry was given by Dr. ¥.G. Grace.
More recently one of the newly made kneelers depicts a
field with stumps set at either end. The Rector can say
his prayers while on the cricket pitch! It is generally
supposed that the Church porch, the last addition to the



Church, was given by the Grace family.

7. A window in the north wall depicts a rural setting on the one
side and a nicture of Court Road on the other with a 161 bus
on its way to Eltham. 4 reminder of how times have changed.
When the Church was built there were 700 people living in
Mottingham, now there must be 25,000. Once a pastor could
know all his flock, now we must all share in the ministry of
the Church to the commurity.

&. Another window on the same wall is a memorial to those killed
in air raids during the second world war. Tart of it is )
made up of fragments recovered from the shattered East window
which was never replaced. The slain dragon wears a swastika
arm band but St. George has him firmly under foot.

0

On the opposite wall is a picture of Berlin in 1912 given to
St. indrew's by our friends from a church in Frohnau ¥est
Berlin. Parish visits in either direction have been going
on for many years. ie have been invited again next year.
So opposite memories of conflict are gifts of friendship
and reconciliation.

10. lieither the Government necr the Church Commissioners pay any-
thing towards the upkeep and maintenance of the Church. £3385
per arnum is paid by the Commissioners towards the Kector's
salary. Everything else has to be found by members of the
parish. The future of any Church depends entirely on the
regular financial support of parishioners. This needs to
be understood before it is too late.

11. 4 Centenary brochure is being prepared. . There will be a

programme of social events including concerts, dinners, { ))
dances and garden fetes. Special services will be held.
4 centenary Appeal has been launched for £15,000 to restore
the Church and install some heating. iie are hoping to build
s flatlet scheme for the elderly similar to the one at Zvelyn
Court and a new and more reasonably sized Rectory. YWe need
your help.

Road Hepresentatives - continued from page 12

Sidcup Road (N¥) Mr. J. Gold ¢, Lulworth Koad

Sidcup Road (S¥) Mr. Jedderburn 13, West Hallowes

West Hallowes Mrs. M. Hunt 8, Luxfield

iest Park Mr. Bond 38, West Fark

‘Joodmere lirs. Cornish 29, Lavidge Zoad
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OFFICERS 4D [AECUTIVE COM-ITTEE 197%/&0

PRESIDEFT Rev. C.M. Byers 233 Court Road, S.E.§ 857 1691
VICE-PHRESIDANT . Mr. . Lynn 24, Ashdale Koad, S.E.12

CHATRIAT - ‘Mr. G.w. Jenkins 61, Court itoad, S.E.S &57 8705
VICE-CYATRMAX = Mr. L. Bannister 68, Leysdown #d.S.E.S &57 2497
HOIt. SECRuTARY -« Mrs. M.V. Gardner 55, Leysdown Rd.S.E.S 857 6654

HOU'.- TREASUREE Mr. S.Z®. Smethurst 16, Portland
; : Crescent S.

SAECUTIVE COMMITT EL

=

.9 €57 1628

kr. B.J. Barker 78, Grove Park Road, S.E.9 &£51 9209
Lt. Cdr. G.L. Bond 38, West Fark, 3.E.G. 857 3306
hr. R.C. Cambridge 7, Lavidge koad, S.E.9 857 1291
rs. Corrigan 18, Lulworth iioad, S.E.S

Mr. J. Gold ‘ 9, Lulworth Road, S.E.9

Mr. J.R. Hearn 10, Pickwick Court, West Park,S.E.9 €51 2523
lir. J. Hollingum 33, Devonshire Koad, S.E.G 857 5856
r. G.D. Fodmore 32, Lavidge Road, S.E.9 857 4111
Mr. C.R. Pryke 76, West Hallowes, S.E.9 857 3005
Mr. F. Vinpenny 12, Grove Park Road, S.£.9 &57 1417
Mr. R.P. Wood 44, Highcombe Close, S.H.9 857 1251

DORQUGH CCUNCILLORS

Bromiez:
Cllr. A.H. Macdonald 7%, Cakdene Avenue, Chislehurst &57 8216
Cilr. R.W. Huzzard 37, Hollingsworth itoad,Petts Wood 467 5367

Greenwich: o
Cllr. 2.L. Martin . 11, Crouchecroft, S.E.G €57 3340

Cllr. D. nichards 10, West Hallowes, S5.E.S E5T 5269
Cllr. Mrs. Wendy iiitchell 2, Glenhouse Road, S.E.9 850 3561
(Advisory)

The list of road fepresentatives and their roads is now as follows:

Section Leader - Mr. B.J. Barker - 78, Grove Park Noad

Cedar Mount : Mrs. #Winterbourne 26, Cedar Pount
College View 5 Ikrs. H. Davis 1, Cedar Mount
Colview Court Mrs. H. Davis - 1, Cedar Mount
Clarence #cad rrs. Hollingum 33, Devorshire road

Devonshire Road #rs. Hollingum 33, Devonshire Zoad
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Grove Park Road (odd) Mr. Willes
Girove Park Rd. (even) #r. Vinpenny

Hall View
Lulworth Road

Mottingham Gardens

Section Leader - Mr. G. Podmore 32, Lavidge Road

Mr. .Villes

:Iirs. Hollingum

Mrs. H. Davis

Albert Road
Avondale Road

Beaconsfield Road -

Court Farm Road
Crossway
Dorset Hoad
tilmhurst ZRoad

model Farm Close
lMottingham Rd.100/154
Mottingham Rd. 127/203WNr.

Porcupine Close

Portland Crescent

Portland Eoad

Section Leader - lar.

.

lrs. Ferguson
Mr. Gardner

rs. Goldberg
ir. G.W. Jernkins
kr, G.W. Jenkins
Mr. O'lhanby
Miss Barker

lrs. Hodgers
lirs. Ferguson
bannister
¥r. bannister
rr. &'Manby

lir. CG'Manby

Birketts doad

TBowmead

Bromhedge

Charel Farm Hd.(Zast)
Chapel Farm i&d.(West)

:Crossmead

Downleys Close
Leysdown hoad
Hartsmead
Lavidge ioad
Royal Court

Sidcup Roed . side

rs. Pass
Mrs. FPass
Mr. Farrer
Mr. farrer
liss Hyde
Fiss Boteux
tir. ‘ood

Mr. Yood
Miss Gammons
Mr. V. Podmore
Miss Boteux
Mr. Forsman

56,
12,
56,
33,

Grove Park Road
Grove Park Road
Grove Park Road
Devonshire road

1, Cedar iount

29,
38,
43,
61,
61,
25,
80,
45,
29,
68,
68,
25,
25,

Albert Hoad

Chapel Farm Road

Beaconsfield R4.
Court Farm Road
Court Faria Road
Devonshire Hoad
feaconsfield RA4.
Beaconsfield RA.
Llbert Road

Leysdown Rcad

Leysdown Eoad

Devonshire Road
Devonshire Hoad

Cambridge 7, Lavidge Road

Birketts Road
2irketts Road
9, Lavidge Road
¢, Lavidge Hoad

49,
59,
44,
44,
29,
32,
56,

Crossmead
Crossmead
Highcombe Close
Highcombe Close
Leysdown “oad
Lavidge Road
Crossmead

9, Grove Park Road

Section Leader - Mr. J. Gold 9, Lulworth EKoad

Court koad (West)
Court Road (East)

Evelyn Court
flighcombe Close
Luxfield Road
IMottingham Rd.
Mottingham Rd.
Friory Leas

r. J. Gold
lirs. Corrigan
Mrs. Currie
Mrs. Roberts
lirs. Porrester
pbirs. Currie
Frs. Huxley
#r. Bond

| i ' :
(continued on tage 10)

9, Lulworth Road

131, Mottingham Road

4, lottingham Road

41,

131, Mottingham Road

71,
38,

-

west Hallowes

Court Farm Road
West Park

D

)



