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NEWSLETTER No. 13 8 GCTOZER 1977

Mottinghan News is written by Mottincham people about local
interests. In that sense you'cou1d call it parochial. But
living where we do'en the edge of a big city we meet problems which
are national and evén worldwide in their scope. So Mottinghen News
ha about big uubgects as they uffect us - individual pnople 1n a
small communlty. :

In thls issue we focus on two iﬂportahu natterE - the problens
and needs: of lone parents and of young pcop*e,wV bo are subjects
of natiomnal concern, but to 1no&v5duaL people here in mottxp vhem
they can mean pers Oﬂ”l frustratiod’ and- hea“tbreacu'

Ore of the best things about a qna" conmuni»y like oure is. )
we can see aud understand heﬁe problems among our own nelrhooqra;
and can do something to hel p them. There ar e plenty of ways in
which your Lelp is needed; and you will fird some suggestions in
these pages. T :

There 1is much that we can be proud of in Mottiﬁghah, but
many things that should be changed. It is the tasic of the
Gssociatiorn and of Mottingham News to cempaign and work for
kbttinﬂhgm, and your ideas and help are important. Please
them with us by contacting the gecretary -of the /Association or the
Editor. You wili find our addresses and phone numbers listed at
f:)he back of this issue of Mottingham News.

A LONELY BATTLE . m

I write as head of a one parent family, feéemale type. o
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I an extremeiy grateful for the help I have received from all
directions. I have 2 very understanding family who stood near - .
enough for me to feel. their support without actuclly carrying me.
Zince noving here,, 1 have net :so many people who have proved to be
really good friends. The Social Sccurity officcrs haye been very
understanding but slightly amused at my stubborn wish to be as
1ndependent as’ 2 can. Independencc is the crux of the metter. A
lone parcnt, eopecially a- lone nother, feels maybe a sti*m “and loss
of self-respect in’ huvinb to depend’ wholely or partianlly on
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meintenance and gocial ecurity. ' quk ﬂt hone is one answer;.
‘but* the parent 'can Decone ‘very ipsulqr and this can reflect ‘on:

the already unsettled children.WJ /mother answer is full time:
“work, but then the parent is hard pressed to neet all the

demands nade, the three main onee’ being keeping the hone running
snoothly, earning = living, and:giving the children undivided
attention for a period each day. -

%

. +~This leaves almost no time fox ordinary social activity m_v.\j
_;whiqh others take for zranted. There is a desperate need to” .
“feel that you are still port of the outside world. It is ell

. ,too. easy to begin to feel that you are an outcast and that ; )
“your only reason for living is centred .upon the concern you ’
feel for your chilcdren. /fter your emotional life has token a
severe knocking it is herd also to re-establish a nornmel

level of feelinb. : :

‘It is. toueh takin" the full force of the wind on your own;
and I can remenmber-.those: times when I went door-knocking through
. a whole comnunity 1n search of iaccommodation but without success.
/t the time I was Jobless anu didr't know about Socisl Security., -
I am oné of the lucky onces wuo have survived, but therc are
‘thououndg ‘of lone parento wro neec help, rnany in this community., -

Finding a Joo, cspeciallv one with. the required hours, is
hellish,'especially when th» parent wants an interesting
occupation which could: be developed in later years when the
" children are older. 'Local weald-be employers could surely
, consicder, for cxaaple, two lcne parents working part-tine to

£i11 one full- ~tine Job.. . I thins, ‘though, National Insurance
contributions ano SO on. will caxse problems in this case.

Another 1dea is to compile o lizt of lone parents in the - te)
‘conmunity with a note of their particular trade or attributes., "
with a view to the parcnts fcraing small self-help groups or
working partieu. - In Greenwich a start hes becn made on this,
enc details can be obtained from tke Mini Town Hall, 247
Eltham digh Street. ‘Meybe other members of the community
would be willing to gilve advice in their particular ficld, In
this way lone parents coulu choose their own working hours to
fit in with school anc so on, and have the benefit of neet:in'~
ather people. 3

Now thet I have hed tine to stand back and think about what
heos been happening to me in th2 last few years, I would have
to say thet after the initial struz;le to survive it has been




, (3
a battle to retain my self-reSpect; and now that thkis has in some
real measure been achieved, maybe what I have experienced, both
good and bad, could be a help to others who are having to travel
the same road. : ' ’

A national problem

That is the story of one lone parent. It could Le told sgain
more than six hundred thousand times across the country,. Even
here in Mottingham, if it is a typical area, there must be something
like seven hundred one-parent families. -

Three years ago a Government committee - the Finer Committee -
“found that more than a million children are living in one-parent
families. The biggest group of lone parents is Separated wives,
the smellest is unmarried mothers - fewer than the number of lcne
fathers.. e ' =

How do.they manage? Financiallx one-parent families are in
general worse off than two-parent families.. Widows and lone
fathers are slightly better off than single women, but of the
remainder over half are on supplementary tenefit. Cf those not on
supplementary benefit, 15% were found to be living below suppiément—
ary benefit level, . :

Housing problems are common, both because of disputes over home
ownership after marriage break-up and because of difficulties in
finding a home within the means of single parents, B

Employment. »pre parents are helped by part time work, but
this often lacks paid holidays, sick leave and penSion'schemés, and
also is most liable to redundancy.

Day care for children. For the under-fives this means the choice
‘Letween a day nursery (private or local authority) or a child minder,
Playgroups and nursery schools are not open in the scéhool hélidays
so are of limited use to the working lone parent. _ Cver-fives also
need care during the“holidays and after school hours, '

Greenwich Borough is well aware of the protlems. of -lone parents.’
The Eltham Area Social Services office has had a working party
investigating possible ways of helping lone parents; and a public
meeting was held in July in co-operation with the Greenﬁich Welfare
Rights Group with the aim of finding out what improvements in local
services would be possible.‘,;lf‘you-need, or can offer, help, plesse
contact the Eltham Area Officer, David Schneerson, at 247 Eltham
High Street (859 0031).



Y JFE ON A STREET CORNER

_ by Terry Goldsmith
Detached Youth Worker, Iondon Borough of Bromley

The scene is a dimly 1it street corner. The time is ten ‘
o'clock. The place could te enywhere but it will usually have
been much freguented tefore. A group of eight young people,
all boys, is gathered. Some leen ageinst the wall, two sit
on the pavement, others roam restlessly around, rarely still
for a moment. ' .

Conversation is minimel, the cdd word tossed from. one to _
another, but nothinz more. Every now and ageain a particular 5_)
word or expression Or perhzaps the gesture of an arm produces a
burst of lauzhter from the group, but in between, the' desolate
silence suggests anything but hilarity. o

Time passcs. People come anc €9 from a nearby pub, across
the road a courting couple stroll by, subject to the inevitable
jeers from the gTroupe Two :lderly ladies pass hurriedly,

_ throwing furtive slances towards the group, but they are
. ignored - the boys are harcly aware of their pessage.

The attenticn of the group is fQCused for a while as one of
their number tells them atout a girl he was with earlier that
evening - his story is imprchable but most of thg}group}believe
him end ncne chellenge it. LAnother boy takes over the story
and tells sbout how:he got fed up with his girl friend and how
upset she was when he left her, end soon the group has found
e subject for conversation. Sut after a few minutes it peters

out ancd the moody silence reigns once more. One by one the
members of the group meke an excuse = "going down to me bird's :»
nouse'' - and slink off hoice €O ted.

. This Ecene is typica}.‘  Go sround Mottingham, estate or
village', any evening anc the sbove will be observed over

and over again. Of course many young people stay at home and
watch T.V., some go to a youth club or perhaps to Eltham or
sromley or Catford for the cinena or a disco, but these are
not obvious to the passer ty, end it is the "boy on the street
corner ' who characterises iocal adolescent behaviour to the
casual cbserver. '

Life on the street corner is not all .boredom of course.
There are evenings when & particular happening during the day
leads the group into a ncisy ~ut absorbing argument. = Other
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times they make off "down the fields" or to a disco at the local
youth club,'Qr'round to someone's house because his parents are
out for the ¢vening. - :

However, the.proverbial 'drugs, sex and violence” pley slmost

no part in the.life of the average 'bored teenager' - certainly

cigarettes are smoked to help pass the time, the conversation is

often dominated by‘"sex" and many aggressive gestures are mode ¥

both towards oné another and towards any passing group of boys

their age or younger, but all is talk and litile or nothing is

action. The group live often in a fantasy Wcrld, but one which is
: )only too often reinforced by the attitudes of other people. Few

adults are interested in what life is really like for them - most

prefer to accept the mythology. '

The roots of street ccrner life are many, most common to council
housing. estates and local town and village centres 211 over the

country. . .liany young people brought up in a working class environ-
ment find life as a whole lacking in interest. . School is boring

and irrelevant, job prospects are far from good, there are few
leisure—time‘facilities.locally, Mum and Dad are rowing again, the
landlord throws you out of the pub as soon as 'you go in and -you've got
no money left anyway. '

Pettyidelinquency interspersed with long periods of "hanging
around’ gradually becomes a way of life for; such young pecple.
"Nickingﬂ-not only prbvides a' source of income but alSp glves a~
sense of excitement to a life otherwise singularly lacking in it.
Daubing one's name on the pavement in red ink or paint nekes people
aware of one's existence. -4

<o
the delinquent behaviour bécomes more purposeful for a‘while; bhut
most times kids‘simply drift into occasional delinguency, often

. . . [ 1 S 1 "
( ) Sometimes a "'leader may emerge, the group becomes a2 ‘gang - and

o
without apparent motive and little rorganised or deliberate crime
is committed. . Every now and then violence flazres up between two
5 t e ¢ i . : ;
rival 'gangs y but usually far more aggressive language than actuszsl

deeds is involved, and few, if any, people get hurt.

My jor~ as_é”Detached Youth wWorker, employed Dy the London
Borough: vt Bromley, is to work with young people in the Mottinghan
and Chislehurst area of the Borough. In theéry my work can be
with any-individhal or gfoup'of young people not mzking regular

use 'of VYouth Sarvicé faciliti®es; but in practice it tends to be
very much with the sort of young people/ :

Ay,

PRSI SR RN~



descrilbed aiove. I'y work incluces counsclling, advice and
information giving, appearance ir court on behalf of young
pceople, hc1p1nu to flnd joby, prcviding clternative leisure
tine intercsts - xluniﬁu, connuﬂjty sorvxce, trips ﬂnd ocutings
ond so on‘—.and nmost siznidicantly "social education'.

Many young people I‘moét,xind it difficult to understand-v

‘and to come to terms with both tlemselves as growing, moturing

human beings and also with their place within society as they
see it. There_is e need to ;ive them on opportunity to talk

over their. feelinzs; to saare tleir experiences with a
synphtnotic, intcrootcd adult, tc ask questions they can 't or

won't ask their pzrents. Aftcn there is also a need to extend
théir‘r;n;c of cxpericnce and to help them to learn from
experience as well as to Just encure it. Once one has '~
established a degree of trust znc respect with young people,

the areas in which help and support can be offered are numerous,
often rmore then one has time to c¢eal with effectively.

My job also involves working with acults. Young people are

Apart of a wider community, » com:munity that can offer them
.innense support and guidance, and indeed can benefit in return

from the enthusiasm;vinitiative and energy of adolescents.
Potentially the community can add these advantages of youth-
fulness to its estcoilished csscts based on the experience and
moturity of g ults, “ut sailv this does not always happen in
practice.

" "
Cnly too: ofLen teenagers are seen as the enemy , as being

roucllioug, miszuided, inscient, arrogant ond sinfulj and hence -

to be tolerated only as o n~cessary evil and to be avoided if
possible., = Young people meet rejection with-rejection - they

‘scorn the offerings of the edult world and rely instcad on.their

teencge fentasics, they look to establish a reputation amongst
their peers anc to teke revanze on the older ¢ generation which is
s0 clearly hostile towards then. i .

This situation is no good. Lidults pass rapidly by on cone
side of the street, younz people write slogans on the wall on
the other sgide of the strect. There is a clear need for the
two sides to come together and share the same side of the
street, for cach to treat the other with some respect and
courtesy, and to demonstratc penuine enthusiasm to hear what
the other has to soys 45 a detached youth worker I feel thaot
I have a roIé‘to ‘play in encouraizing this procesg to occur
whenever and however pos siole.

»

—
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30, what is to be done? voney is of course linited, suitable
prenises are not always available, transport is often a difficulty,
but the main problem is a lack of cdult helpers. The project I
am responsible for is, among other things, invelved with a fishing
club, a ccmmunity service project and zan advice and information
~service for young people - "Help Yourself'. A1l of these are
“currently in need of more adult involvement - driving and/or
instruction in téchniques for fishing club menbers, supervision
0 and arrangenent of work for the Mottingham Community Service Projcct,
{ end morning, cvening or weekend sessions for "Help Yourself'.

S There are other ways to work withkyoung pcople too - I fcel therc
“is = need for a non-comnmercial occasional coffee-bar in the “village"
or Chislehurst. i Job Creation Programme for unemployed young

unemployed young people might be possikble if enough adulis werc
interested in setting up one. iAny number of trips and outings to
places of intcrest could be run if local adults were available to
help organise and staff themn. '

Cr if you just want to help, but aren't sure what you can offer,

‘I'am sure I can find you somcthing to do. Cn the other hand, irf

‘you feel there is something I or the Youth Service as a whole should
“be doing but isn't, then let mc know about that too. I an basecd
- ‘gt Castlecombe Youth Ccntre on the Mottincham cstate = thoush I do
o s nct work there at all - and can be contacted there any morning, or
phone 857 0043. Altcrnativoly,;I'am in contact with Loth the Mot-
tinghan kesidents fissociation ond the Mottingham Commanity /ssociction,
so messages passed through either will reach ne. R Sy

Hope to hear from you socn. ‘
| HELL AND HIGH WATER

i by Councillor Wendy Mitchell
{

For nearly ten years now a battle royal has been razing between.
the Thames ¥Water futhority and the Greenwich Borough Council atbout
the Crossmead area and whose responsibility it is to provide a
relief scwer which has proved to be very necessary on ¢ number of -
occasions in that part of Mottinghamn.

The Thanes Weter /uthority deny thot it is their responsibility
although in 1975 o letter was received from then saying thet funds
had provisionally been set aside for the purpose of dezling with



this: problem. Greenuich_Bcrough Council say that since
the.1073 iater Act they “cen only carry out works of this
nature acting as agents for, or on the instructions of,
the Thames .iater futhority . Unfortunately the ratepayers
of the area fall.between'twc stools and we have cven been
told that it is possible “tiat there is no public authority
.'with any responsibility for these works' - an appalling
situation. ' o " e J

‘Denis Howell was_approacted by Peter.Bottbmleyfm.P. in May
this year and Mr. Howell ref lied that ''This is a matter of

interpretation of:the_law:and ultimately may have to be ’ '{)»
resolved iy the coprtS". : R , o

‘The [hames Weter Autaority, a. foceless and unknown body,
should be compelled to. honour the'oriéihal decision in 1975
to do these works. If thej, like some of us, had to face
.the electorate,. they wculd rot remein’ in office for very long. .

.

" Meanwhile we will,continué ourgdefermined’fight and I hope
soon that we will be eble tc report a successful conclusion.

LOCAL SECONDARY EDUCATION
'BromleyWﬁorough's.proposzl to close Kemnzl Manor Lower 3chool

for boys and Mottinzgham Girlsf Sphool is to be submitted to the

Secretary of State for Zduce tion & Science, Mrs. Shirley williams.

The Sorough's propecals Lave been discussed by the Executive
of our 3iesidents’' [scociaticn, and a strong majority have been
opposed to theim. Representations have been made to the;Bg;ough‘)D
without any effect, end the secretary has now sent the following
letter to thr Secretary of Ltate on behalf of the Association:-

"My organisation reprasenting many residents in the lMottingham
yard, which fells within the London Borough of Bromley, is
disturbed at current<se¢ondary education re-organisation proposals
effecting the schools serving this area.  This plan, we understan
is due to be submitted teo the Department of Education & Sqiencg in

a few weeks time in response to the‘1976 Education 4ct.

o “"Our main concern is that the boys' secondary school is due
to be sited wholly on the Crittalls Corner site (i.e. the

'posiinn of the upper school ). Mottingham boys wilk haye:4

files to trevel tO a secondary schooi. = We wish this point ‘to
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be taken into consicderation when you consider the Section 13 Notice
concerning Kemnal Manor School (dated fugust 1lth 1977).

"The only secondary school actually in ioitingham is Mottingheam
Girls School. Bromley is proposing a quick closure and expecting
girls to go to Bullers Wood School (Bickley) and Zeaverwood
(Chislehurst). This will involve bus journeys and the additional
burden of fares as both these schools are just under the 3 mile
limit from kottingham.

) "Enclosed is a copy of a letter sent by our Association to
ku)Bromley Chief Education Officer, which sets out our vicws. Lt a
recent public meeting held at Mottingham Girls' Schoocl attended
by some 200 parents and residents, the feeling of those present

was 100% against the proposed closure of the schocl.

"We believe that a child's education is enhanced the more parents
take & deep interest in the particular school, This is not easy
when schools are a long distance from the family home. any

- Mottingham parents, particularly mothers, do not have cars and
+ . rely entirely on buses. Bus services do not exist to enable pareats
. to travel easily to such schools as Kemnal ilanor Upper and RPullers
Wood.

"#e trust that you will bear these points in mind when considering
Bromley's latest proposals.’

)/OU/E\) L/B[:\)Alqy X by Winifred Parkinson

i ) Sales of the new Mottingham Local History now rmount to well over

500 copies and I would like to thank the readers and residents for
their magnificent support. Encouraged by this, a2 new printing has
been put in hand to ensure that over the next two years stocks will
be adequate to demand. ' '

Christmas is coming - readers tell me that they have been
sending copies abroad to friends and relatives and are finding that
the history makes a useful gift, We hope also to have soon a
stock of greetings cards based on pictures of old Kottingham from
the History.

In its small way I hope the History - and the library events
during Mottingham Week - have helped to link the different parts of
our community together. A link was forged with Coldharbour Library
where copies are still on sale, following an attractive local history
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display erranged by Miss Fisk, the librarian. _
Perhaps as a result of nil the activities Silver Jubilee
Year in the library has seer a rise in book issues in spite of
reduced hours of opening. luis is encouraging news both for me
and for my colleagues who have worked tremendously hard to reverse
the downward trend, Cur hope for the future lies in educating
the children to use the library, ¢nd a prqgramme of school visits
is being maintained for this purpcse. Parents will greatly help
by fostering interest in the locel library, and we hope to see an
increase in young parent memrership. Next year the library will
be ten years old, and it would be pleasant indeed to f1n our-
oelves as busy as we were then.

IN BRIE, f

fLissessment Centre: Dromley Borough has given outline planning
permission for the Duilding of a Regional Assessment Centre on
the Mottingham Hall-site in Mc*“tingham Lane. = The Residents'
Association .lodged an chjection to the propoéal last year and
a public meeting was held to discuss the outline plan.
Alternative sites having proved unsuitable, the decision has now
' been taken to build in Mottiughanm lane. However, the project
may well be delayed for lack of funds.

Playgroup: OCpening of the Geirery's Homes GLC Estate and ‘the
moving of a large aumber of young families into Mottingham
Estate has brought about a2 marked influx of under-fives to
pottingham, some of whom coula not be accommodated at existing
Playgroupse. 4 new playgroup has therefore -opened at the
Mottingham Community Centre, St. Keverne Road, supervised by
Mrs. Dot Tolhurst of 4 pmurden Grove, SE9. ‘The playgroup is
. open-9.,30 - 12,15 | londay to Fricdey during school téerm time.

"You take your life in vour hanos- That s what it is like for
peoestrians trying to cross the A2C ot the traffic lights by .
the Royal public house, writes Charlie Pryke, our representa-
tive on the Eltham Road Zafety Committee. There have been 14
fatal accidents on this stretch of road in the past ten years, = °
three this year - one: of them rinht at the junction to a lady
attempting to cross,

Cur Lssociation has for years made persistent attempts to
get a safer crossing, resulting in & recent extehsion:of the
”all?rcd" phase to help pedestriens.  But the "all-red" is so

short that it is almost imposrihle to get across %f gou ?bey

)
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“"Walk, ‘don't run. With troffic trying to turn right, drivers

’*111uﬁbing'lights and high speed. treffic down the 420, the pocdestrian
" takes a monumentzl risk. - though pérhaps that is an unfortunate

[,

word to use.

 gLess Poliée 2rotection: Thé'Metropbiitaﬁ Poliée'are proposing to

meke Eltham Police Station a counter station only and t> close it
in the evenings. The official vicw is that this will =@cke no

difference to policing in the area, but Councillor Ray Mertin reports

that local police are opposed to the change, They believe that 2
police officer making an arrcst and needing assistance may have to

) % ;;)éck:muchhfarther'afield. ra e -}

-Greenwich Borough is'aiso'éonéqinéa}gt the prowvosal and hes esked
to be .consulted before 2 decision is taken. The Hetropolitan Fclice
view, however, is that “this 'is nq‘concernbof the Local /uthority

- .since,; alone among’pdlfce;forces,zit_is answerable only to the Hone
.. Office. : : '
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