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THAT CERTAIN FEELING by Devid'L. Porter

"A message from the President' sounds either. pompous or a
matter regarding a letter from a professional peanut grower, so I '
have given a title to this short note. : _ :

A certain feeling has been arocund for some time - perhqps you
have felt it. It is not exactly that of middle age, or ennul, 2
L or belng browned off but of lack of direction, of "That'11 do",;:
of "Let's have it now'. : :

I'm sure I have it or suffer from it like many other people i
and I have thought about it, talked about it, taken iron pills, i
decided to drink less and/or go on a diet. I was particularly
reminded of this feeling when Doug Cater-Smith fell ill, and as
we all know to our loss has since died.

wAn oy

foout twelve years abo he and I were talking, and as usual it

- was pretty animated.  We were dlscussx.nL how to set the world to
rights, how to get a good Government, how to encourage those in b, ¥
Mottingham to Join the Asscciation - in fact all the chit-chat

e ke

and argument men and women love, He said: "It's all going to
pot. = All the.standards are going, youngsters are worse than we i
weré, there is no value in money, porn is everywhere'. I'm

A s dha it Do L

sure he would forgive me for some slight inaccuracies, but that-
was the gist of it. I replied: "Oh, I don't think so, you are
exaggerating", but I wonder who was right?

e

There is a certain feeling, and it seems everywhere = or in
most places. Have we all got a bit of it?

Lobestl ]

4 weekend a short time ago Jean and I went to a reunion of my
old Royal A4ir Force Group. It was held at a i.A.F. acrodrome,
where we had dinner, wined and stayed the night - eighty or more
of us - old and serving members who were our hosts.

Strange, there was no feeling of middle age, "couldn't care 3
less' or lack of direction. There was, however, "that certain 44
feeling" of friendship, trust, direction and dedication in ok
the widest possible sense. Every minute was enjoyed in
humour and. conversation - not only of the older times, but of t4
the future too. - I wonder if I can keep this up for the next -4
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.. _the flesh is weak it will fade a bit at least. -

WE /\/EED A CO/\//MU/\//TY CE/\/TF?E

much to thank him for. I will always remember that
‘conversation. Can we hoke to replace h1m9 We can try, but
I don't'think we ever w111 ' ' % T ) z ) i

~of our community, embracing all age groups.

‘eentre, chiropody service for senior citizens, family

JMottlnTham and the lack of facilities at the present time.
chxents - broach thp subject with your children and let us

a

year? I wonider if we can.all keep it up2... But I suppose as

Feelings about Associations fluctuate as~-do our feelings
(of perhaps to Le truthful, mine) about the iiesidents'
Lssocistion. It is aifficult to keep it up all the time.

But Joug Cater-Smith's feelings never flagged.:: Argumentative,
yes, but he was cften rigkt,:and I and the Association have .

B gt . . .t SR i

Ly Marie’ Dav1es, Association Treasurer

As an Associatlon reoresentlng Mbtt1ngham I feel that: we
should be contributing more to the.social and welfare needs

‘Why not consider o Community Centre? - During the daytime
this could be. utilises as a playgroup centre, child welfare

planning advice bureau, and SO on.:

I feel partibuiarly’strcnbly concerning the youth of - *

have your ideas rebardlnr the types of activitles your & ‘
femilizs would care to participate in. ~ I am sure that many !‘» |

- members:- would welcome a weekly game of whist or bridge, the i

©.226th April and let us pave your views,  :With over 1,400 |

.- Boxes..

“held?. We have four excellent councillors on our committee

occasional social evening, musical evening, debates, and sc on. [
Now comes the crunch: where are these activities to be

who could not resist this cri de coeur. ., Surely somewhere

in kicttingham there must be a suitable 'site or building?
Flease conme along to the Annual General Meeting on the

members of -the Association.the ideas should come flooding in,
Let's be a community - .not just numbers in our little wooden




ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
“ NOTICE is hereby given that the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of
the Mottingham Residents' Association will be held on Tuesday, the

26th ‘April, 1977, at 8.00 p.m. in the Maryfield Hall, Leysdown Road,
Mottingham, S.E. O.

The second half cof the meeting will again be deveoted to a GQUIZ
when our local Councillors from the London Boroughs of Eromley and
Greenwich will answer questions from members on matters of lccel

L. ~7interest. This proved to be very popular at last year's Znnual

General Meeting, so we are again providing the opportunity for
members to question our local Councillors.

rlease maké an‘effort to attend this important meeting:
it is the members of the Association who decide its policy, and
= it'will be of great assistance to the elected officers and members
of the Executive Committee to have your views.

Signed: Margaret Gardner,

Hon. Secretary.

A GEND A

1. Opening of Méeting by the President.

'2. hdoption of linutes of Lest A.G.M. (27/4/75).
"' (Precis of Minutes available at meeting).

3. Chairman's Report: :To‘Receive & Approve.
4, Hon.,Treasurer's Report: To Receive & Lpprove.

5. Election of Officers:=:
(a) President
(1) Hon. Secretary
" (c) Hon. Treasurer
(d). Executive Committee
(e) Hon. Auditor.

ﬂé} ;Determination of Membership Subiscription.
7. Appointment of Road Stewards.

8. Any Other Business.
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AL BEPT IQOAD STOR)/by Councillor Ron Huzzard

Two proposed chenges affecting: Albert Road were thc subject
of a Planning Enquiry held at Bromley Town Hall on 5th January.
The inspector dealt with them in two parts:--

(1) 3romley's./'case for'a compulsory purchase order allowing
the decaying houses on the south side to be demolished :
Tha2se old houses are privately rented and have been
condemned by the Environmental Health Officer. Bromley"
wishes to Luild some” new houses: in their place with the
correct depth of front and rear gardens. To create a

suiteble site some land held by the Prince of Wales and
Palmers uros. is being sought. : '

(2) The appeal of sulmers Bros. against Bromley's: rejection of
their plan to build a three storey block at the bottom of’
Albert Road to iuclude a new MOT vehicle test station
and two naisonettes.

There was a *ooé attendance by ‘tenants of 2 to 12 Albert
rnoad and Dy the owrer-occupiers on the north side. Mr.
Palmer presented his own case for modernising his vehicle
testing facilities.

The inspector iadicated that a decision by him was unlikely
in uncer six months. However, there are some immediate issues
that require att entiwn and Councillor Macdonald and I have
already taken these up with the Chief Executive of Bromley
Council. These are:-~

- The tenants of 2 to 12 Albert Road need some assurance from
Bromley on how, whcre and when they are 1likely to be re-housed
if the compulsory purchase order is granted. Many have lived
in Mottinghem for o long time and most wish to live locally.
They fear having to endure another winter in these’ old houses.
The obvious answer is for Bromley to reach agreement with
the GLC to see if some of the new Geffery Homes' flats or
houses could be oifcred, The inspector’in fact made this
suggestion. 2 R o TN

- Promley has no plans for developing the land at the top of
Albert Rcad next .to:thé Prince of ‘Wales which has’ ‘become a
parking vround for heavy lorries and a waste dump - surely
Mottinghem's worst eyescre. piscussion of this was outside
the terms of the enquiry but ideally any developnent of the -
soutna side of Llbert Road should embrace the corner site.

5]
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This problem worries many owner-occupiers of the new houses.
- The new housing plans for the south side depend on an exchenﬁe
of land in which the garden of the Prince of Wales becomes availallé
to Bromley while the pub gets the site of 1 to 6 Albert Road, It
is not clear how much agreement has been reached. If and when the
compulsory purchase order is granted and the houses demolished, the
Prince of Wales should tidy up the site of 1 to 6, grass it over
and fence it off in an attractive stvle. Unless this is done it

~could become another dump ground.

At the enquiry it seemed to me that opinions were divided over
Palmers Bros. plan, but there was a clear wish to see no additicnal
traffic down Albert Road arising from any modernisation of the "
the vehicle test centre.

While we aweit the inspector's findlngs, both the tenants and
and the owner-occupiers have problems that we are doing our hest
to deal with in our approaches to: Bronley s. officers.

' t/L_ D CATER*SM/T/‘/ | by Grahé'm ..Jenkins

" As has been reported elstwhere, Doug Cater-Smith, a past
Chzirman of the Association, died in hospital on Thursday, 3rd

© ' March 1977. We extend our deepest sympathy to Joan and the family.

I would not wish to eulogise on his many achievements for the
Association i:ut rather give a comment or two about the man himself,

‘Doug was:' a contentious and abrasive fighter who injected 1life into

the Association when it was most needed. My contacts with him in
the Horticultural Society, in the local hostelry as well as in the

Association have brought as many conflicts as congenial agreenents,
- Indeed T suspect that anyone who agreed with Joug on every suLJect
would not be counted a friend., -

“His courageous fighting qualities were never more dramatically

' displayed than during his illness. - Despite great pain, he still

retained his ebullient and provocative outlook.

The Associwtlon has lost a great- stalwart who always tempered

"f:his incisiveness with a concillqtory compassion,

f:_Farewelr'Doug: your deeds will live after you.
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MEPR’)’ MOTT//\/GHAM

That's what the Eltham District Times called us back in 1910,
dith Jubilee 2znd vottingham “eek ceclebrations now being planned,
let's hope we can still live up to that reputation. Scme
peoole have been heard saying "hat are they doing about it?"
so we offer here & round-up of what they are doing, and what
you and I shoull be doing. - !

Street Parties

~"The last time we had a street prrty was at the Coronatlon .
said one Jevonshire Road resident. .. 'I can" remember ny ‘son ! )
out there in fancy dress, blowing,e wooden trumpet''. (He is now ‘
married with e femily of his ecwn),

- iell, Devonsiaire Road is Laving & party again, on Jubilee Day,
7th June, There is also a super party being*plannedAthé same day
in Dorset Road for the children of Court Farm Road, Dorset Road,
Portland Crescent, Mottinghem Cardens and Mottingham Lane.

.= News has also reached the e¢ditor of two parties heiﬁg'planned

on the Coldharbour estate ancd t#o on the dMottingham estate.
- What are "they doing about it? This is entirely a matter
for your own initiative and iumaginetion in getting together ‘to
crganise a party, certainly as'far as Bromley is concerned.

If you live in EBEromley you necd to get permission from the
Chief Executive, ot urcnluy Tbv1 Hall, Write giving detalls of
the date, time, pl?ce end vihat, sort of party it will be- (for
children, with dancing and so on). You will also have to
indemnify the Council to the ext tent of £250,000 liability, _
which means taking out an insurance policy costing between £2 and:)
£7. There are a number of rules about which you will be ‘
informed by the Zorough un(inccr.

Greenwich Lorough has pfouuced leaflet "Orgunisidg'a
street party which is filled with useful advice, important
addresses and SO On. Various kinds of help, including
financial aid, are avegileble .in some. eircumsta ncés.g; The ‘
Engineering Directorate of Grecawich has ‘also produced some
guidance on the things you must do in order to satisfy the
Police, and there is an application form that- you can use.

A1l this is available from the Town Hall or Information Office.

If you are thinking of organising a party for your road
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" and are wondering how others have set about it you could talk to
'Joen Huxley at 71, Court Farm Road, or to Devonshire Reoad residents
‘Janet O'Mahoney at 25 or Jackie Gears at 27.

veﬁ},Euntlng .

This is a ﬂeadly serious matter of village politics, which

vﬂcould lead to rioting and executions in front of the Porcupine

to judge from the feelings it arouses. "What are they doing
about bunting?"' "If it's no better than we had =t the last
fottingham Week it would be best to have none at =11",  Thet -

;.of words to that effect - is what_a loct of people have been saying.

.From a relentless search after the fécts, the following apoears

“to be the present situation:-:

[,, For Jubilee celebrations, street parties. and so on before

Mottingham Week it is up to people to organise their own decoraticns.
Street party groups are working on this one, and most residents
could afford a flag or a bit of bunting to put outside the house.

- For Mottlngham fleek itself the various organlsﬁtlons involved
are arranging thelir own decorations as necessary. The Fete
Comnittee is supplementing stallholders own efforts with bunting

“around the field.

- The biggest uncerteinty is pver the decoration of lottingham Road
through the village itself, which is on the procession route to the
Fete and the place where the strongest impression can ke given to

- passers-by that Mottingham is being merry.

Mottihgham Road is.in Bromley Borough, which has decided to spend

- only £2,000 on the entire Jubilee celebrations., Of this £600 1is

o be spent on bunting for use at the wvarious Jubilee celebrations

~around the Borough. This will amount to nearly 200G eO-foot lengths

of bunting - more than enough for Mottingham Village. The cnly
trounle is that four other parts of the Borough may well be claiming
the bunting for the week leadlng up to ¢ and, including the berlnnlng
of Mottlngham Week.

-It looks as though the Mottingham week ‘committee and the local .
shopkeepers ought tc get together to make ausolutely sure there is
not “a repeat of the fiasco we had last time.

Some enthusiastic senior citizens are making bunting for general
use and would welcome supplies of materials.
If you have any pieces of meaterial suitable for bunting, please



rush them along to Mrs. Smith a2t Evelyn Court in the village;
Les Xempton at 39 wyaford Way for the Coldharbour Community
Centre; or Cclin Xncpe at 306 Beaconsfield Road for the
‘Oxford House Day tentre., 7ou can also buy bunting and flags.
There are some details in the Greenwich Borough Bocklet -
"OrgéniSing a street party". . Diane Kirk, our Chairman, also
has details. She is at 10 Scotsdale Close, Orpington.

LIFELINES by the Batter -

The Mottingham Residents' Association is nét Just a small
“committee of dedicated people. It is the vast majority of = _
people who live in the Prrish of Mottingham. ! »

It is not a group >f self-centred fatepayers, interested ..
oﬁly_in getting the .axinum service from local authorities
for a bare minimum of exjenditure. The Association includes
people with a very wide range of interests and is concerned
with maintaining anc improving all aspects of the quality of
life in Mottingham.

+If it is to bLe lively and useful, there must be a simple
organisation to allow pecple to meet and talk over ideas and
.. problems. There nzed to be meetings which everybody can
- attend - don't forget the next one on 26th April. There must
be a committee, soume regular means of communication such as
this Newsletter, a small income to cover expenses, and a team
of people willing to keep the lines of communication open
‘'by delivering Newsletters, cocllecting subscriptions and, as
appropriate, keeping the committee 1nformed of what the
wider membership is thinking.

There is a growiug danger of this vital road reprcsentatives ‘)ﬁ
network breeking down. Several pecple have recently given
up this job, and Reg Cambridge who has given so much to
or'anising this side of our work in recent'years is unable to
continue for family reasons.

The 'need is now urgent for volunteers to take on this
interesting, important and not too onerous task of road
representative; and at the AGM it will be important to find
somebody who can lead, cncourage and chivvy the representa-
‘tives and be their link with the committee.

"  Please speak to any cf the committee if you feel you can
help, or contact me, Jack Hollingum, at 33 Devonshire Road,
SE9 49P, 'phone 357 535€. .



DON'T CLOSE OUR HOSFPITAL =

by Councillor Wendy iMitchell

Eltham" and Mottingham Hospital was founded in 1880, the money
to build it being raised by public .subscription. Many of its
present facilities have been provided over the years hy the
local people = a very bood example of this generosity is the
physiotherapy department.

The .convenience and economy of a local hospital like this
should never be underestimated. It provides general
practitioner beds, minor surgical beds, outpatient facilities,
radiography and physiotherapy, and a casualty unit for minor
accidents. - It is especially important in this area, where
transport services to other hospitals are far from adequate for
patients, relatives and visitors.

Closing the inpatient and casualty facilities at this hospital
would have’ far-reaching effects, not least the longer waiting
lists at other hospitals which would inev1tab1y cause. hardship
and perhaps pain.'

Proposals for the closure of- this hospital'— and, incidentally
for the closure .0f the British Hospital for Mothers and Babies
and St. Nicholas' Hospital are being made by the Area Health
Authority. This Authority was set up a few years ago with
others throughout the country to manaae and oversee the health
services of their respective areas. . At the same time hospitel
menagement conmittees were axed._\ i

The, Greenwich and Bexley Area: Health’ Authority have been
told they are overbedded and overspent, and_consequently_
economies must be made.’ o

I do not quarrel with the need for economies, ‘though" there
are other ways of financing our Health Service which I feel
have not been investigated fully. But I.do deplore the
decision to close Eltham and Mot ingham Hospital

Our hospital has aIWays provided & local service to an area
with its quota, of. incapacitated and ‘elderly pedple needing’
limited hospitalisation under the care of a general practitioner:
on -occasions when sufficient hone cere cannot he provided
and when the- full range of sovhisticated equipment and i

“treatment at & costly ‘district general hospital is not requirec.,
It provides & ‘peaceful convalescence for those
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who have had major operations et the noisier and busier
general hospitals. ‘

y

. Ln fact one could say tnat the 11ltham and Mottingham hospital
and many otnero like it 1mp:ove the quality of life.

I firmly Lelieve it is easentlal to keep a small casualty

~unit in Elthem for dealiny with minor accidents and dressings.

We have four cowurphen51ve schocls and a number of primary

schools on the docrstep. e heve a considerable number of

shops and busiuess premises for whom a minor casualty service.

provides fast trectment - as ageinst a difficult journey

to the already overburdened Jrock casualty department with

frequentlj a very long tinc spent waiting to be seen.

The. staff of the hOSOltal formed an action group last year,

and they and lcocel people have joined together in a doternined
. fight to prevent the closure cof the hospital. A march and

rally held last year attracted many people; and in November
two codach ‘loads of -staff from the hospital and local organisa-
tions presented & petitior >f 16,000 signatures to Peter
Bottomley at the #ouse of Commons, hoping the Secretary of
otate will iatervene and prrvent the closure.

- The action group, led by two Sisters from the hospital,
Anne ﬂarwoou and Rose Gitbs, are raising money to take legal
_action to prevent the closure if other means fail. If,
" however, no legal action is necessary the money, which already

"amounts to £700, will De.used for the ‘benefit of the patients,

Many people have written to the’ action grcup and to Peterj
Bottomley expressing their support for this very valuable
asset - their nospltal.

Good health is vitally imyortunt to every one of us.
‘Closure of hospitals will 1nev1ttb1y lead to a deterioration
in the effxcxency and adequrcy of Health Service care, with
1onger wa1t1nb ‘lists, longer ‘clinic and casualty department

“weiting times and overburcening ¢f the remaining hospitals.

, ‘"It is essentizl that we all ccntinue.pur fight to retain
" our local Elthair and lMottingham Iospitai'to provide those
facilities we originally needed vhen it was built at the
ZDeglnnmnc of the century aud which, with a greater population,
are even more important to--ay.

Its consaltant coeratlnc facillties reduce the waltlng list
for what are oiten tcrned non-urgent but painful condltlons{“
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Threat to Village Shops. = Léases of shcps in Mottingham Village
are:having to be-renéwed at more‘than‘double the rats of the past
~§eéven year period, and’ the lease for many :shopkeepars -hes been
“reduced to five yeéars. Some shopkeepers have alrzady decided
that it is toe” expensive and have. givén up their tenancies, and
it is 'believed that some others'may follow.them. in. the near? future.

Community Service Project. The younger generation have just
launched an exciting project.to bring together: ‘young and:old in
Mottingham. ' There are lots of elderly and-housébound: people in
Mot tingham whoiwculd welcome the friendly help of young: people
“with gardening,’ shopping, decorating and other jobs..: And it

.., seems there are man; young peogle in Mottingham who are only too
' pleased to discover that they can be of help.g : ; S

- The Mottlnbham Comnunity Service Pchect held its second
meetlnr on 7th March when the support of many locdl youth-

‘,5organ15ﬂtlons was pledbed. If you want to help or be heiped,

contact. Alice, Nixey, the Secretary, at 5 Bilsby Grove, ﬂ57 2474,

Hotel :for Mottingham? Outline planning consent has been sought
.for a 64-~bedroom hotel to be: built in Court Road near Mottingham
Station, on the plot of land between Station Approach znd Middle
Park.. A spokesnan for the archltects, John Gill Associates, told
Mottingham News that the design is for an L-shaped building with

a four-storey bedrcom block facing Middle Park and thec dining and
lounge areas fronting on Court Road. Behind it is a parking and
service area with access from Station Approach.

The architects have made application on behalf of Roundbake Ltd.,
and it is thought that the hotel might primarily: look to tourist
business, being easy of access from the A20 and the A2/M2. There
are thounht to be:'no.comparable hotels in. the neighbourhood,

Health Centre. Ceuneillor Ray Mﬁrtin‘repOrts that the proposal
for a health centre on Coldharbour has now been approved by the
Area Health Authority, though it is not likely to be established
in the 'near future, since higher priority is given to the setting
up of some other centres. Possible sites are in Altash Way and

~+ and . néar the Coldharbour Community Centre.

Playgroup at Nottlnghan Infants' School. The pre-school play TOup
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which up to Christmas 1£76 used the Mottingham Community
Centre in KXimmeridge Rosd, began from January to use one of
the Classrooms at Mottingham Infants' School, reports
Councillor Ron Huzzerd. Local councillors have been pressing
Bromley Council to commence nursery education in Mottingham's
primary schools and while welcoming the utilisation of spare *
classrooms will continue their fight for nursery classes’at

an appropriate time. 4 L

History of Mottingham. Our Mottingham Librarian, Winifred
Parkinson, is working egeinst the clock to complete an

illustrated history of Mcttingham, which Bromley Borough hopes

to publish and have on sele in time for Mottingham Week in June.

Dorset Road Perking — Brcmley Council is to consider complaints
about parking in Dorset hoad. The hazard to motorists from
parking on both sices of this narrow road was pcinted-out at
the last meeting of tnis Association's committee,.and the
headmistress of Dorset Hcad school has complained about parking
in the "box‘ outside the school which has created difflcultles
for the school meals van.

Councillors' Surgery. Bromley's Mottlngham Counc1110rs, Ron

Huzzard and Alistair lMacdonald, now hold a Surgery to deal
with local problems every Saturday morning from 10 to 12 at
Mottiagham Comnunity Centre. 4 telephone call to either
467 5367 or 357 8213 will indicate which Councillor is in
attendance. =

Eltham Colleze Midsummer lair. Some say its the finest Fair

in the district. It aas attracted many thousands to the
College in past years. The Fair, which is staged by the
Eltham Colleze Parents' Lssociation, the Friends of Eltham
College and the Cld Elthanians, comes round every second year,
and this year it is on Saturday, 9th July.

CHARITY BALL. Eromley is 6rganising a charity ball in aid of

the Jueen's Jubilee Pind. . It is to be held on 1lst June at
Tiffeny's in Purley, with dancing from 8.0 till 1.0, cabaret
and prizes.  Tickets are £4.75, and you can book tables of 10
at £47.50 from the Informstion Officer, 464 3333 X 3265.

Eltham Plan - Final version of the Plan for central Eltham

is expected scon. Lccount has been taken of representations
from loczl residentr® asscciations. More ambitious prODosals
such.as tall buildiness are belicved to have been dropped.

)



